50th Anniversary 
event at NECC a 


SUCCESS 
By Kataryn GAGNON 
Correspondent 

A panel on the topic of conspir- 
acies of the assassination of John 
F. Kennedy was held on Nov. 23 
as part of A Weekend of Remem- 
brance, held at the Haverhill cam- 
pus of NECC to commemorate the 
fiftieth anniversary of John F. Ken- 
nedy’s assassination. 

Panelists were two professors 
from the Northern Essex Global 
Studies department: Andrew Morse 
spoke in favor of conspiracy in the 
assassination, and Ligia Domenech 
spoke in favor of there being no 
conspiracy. Moderator for the pan- 
el was NECC student Christopher 
Cox. 

Domenech’s approach in dis- 
proving the conspiracy theories was 
to question the credibility of the 
many different theories, and why 
America would believe them. She 
said there are 2,000 books on the 
JFK assassination, and 95% of them 
are about conspiracies, simply be- 
cause it sells. 

None of the books, or the the- 
ories, have been proven or given 
overwhelming evidence, she said. 
Domenech emphasized the differ- 
ence between JFK assassination 
researchers and historians; which 
is that researchers are not credible 
because they do not use credible 
sources and most of their sources 
remain unnamed. 

Domenech chose to show the 
front page of the newspaper The 
Onion to highlight her belief that 
the many conspiracy theories are 
“outrageous,” she said. 

There were mistakes made in 
the report investigating the assas- 
sination, called the Warren Com- 
mission Report, but no underlying 
conspiracy, she said. She also said 
that Americans love conspiracies, 
and choose to believe them, because 
of many reasons: we want to give 
meaning to things, we are skeptical 
of our government, it turns some- 
thing disturbing into something 
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Some of our staff are‘moving 
on to big and better things 
next semester, and that means 
there are new Openings! 
If are taking or will take Jour- 
nalism | in the spring and you 
want to try out editing Cam- 
pus Life, or come on board 
as a Staff Writer, send us a 
letter of interest at 
observer@nece.mass.edu 
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ning NEC C campuses to 


undergo more changes 


Lawrence sites 
continue to build 
and grow 


By Cuap GorHAM 
News Editor 

While college life grows on 
the Lawrence campus many 
changes are taking place to help 
accommodate more students on 
both campuses. 

According to a NECC press 
release, the college will receive 
$7 million to modernize the 
Spurk Building in Haverhill and 
the City of Lawrence will receive 
a $900,000 MassWorks award 
to create a connection between 
Northern Essex’s new Ibrahim 
El Hefni Allied Health and Tech- 
nology Center and Essex Street 
in Lawrence. The Spurk reno- 
vations will include classrooms, 
bathrooms, the elevators, and re- 
place furniture, the press release 
said. Also there will be imporve- 
ments to the Spurk lobby where 
students tend to hang out.and the 
Top Notch Theatre that was built 
in 1971. 

“Growth requires investment, 
and these investments in educa- 
tion and infrastructure will bring 
growth and opportunity to the 
Merrimack Valley and beyond,” 
said Gov. Deval Patrick in the 
press release. “If we want to ex- 
pand opportunity in our Com- 
monwealth, this is what govern- 
ment must do and do well.” 

There are going to be many 
projects under way and some that 
are near completion. The building 
at 420 Common St. in Lawrence, 
which now houses the book store 
that has moved from the Dimitriy 
Building, is hoping to add a food 
venue to the building so students 
have more food conveniences and 
not have to travel away from the 
building to get something to eat. 

There are also two floors that 
are currently being renovated. 
These two floors will be academic 
spaces according to Dick Goulet , 
the Director of Facilities. 

The El Hefni Health and Tech- 
nology center has been under 
construction since the spring se- 
mester and it near completion. It 
is being outfitted with hopes to 
be online for the spring semester 
Goulet said. 

This building is located in the 
location of the old In-Town Mall 
across from the Registry of Deeds 
and was falling apart. This build- 
ing was built in the 1970’s as an 
urban renewal project, it never re- 


ally took off and has stood vacant 
for the past 20 years. 

El Hefni Health and Technol- 
ogy Center is being built at the 
former dilapidated In-Town Mall 
across the street from the Reg- 
istry of Deeds. This building is 
going to hold most of the health 
care programs. There is going to 
be many useful classrooms that 
are state of the art. There will be 
simulation centers, laboratories, 
general nursing rooms and much 
more. 

In another article by the 
Newburyport Daily News Presi- 
dent Lane Glenn said “El-Hefni 
Health and Technology Center is 
part of a larger plan for growth in 
Lawrence. Northern Essex add- 
ed a chemistry lab to the Louise 
Haffner Fournier Education Cen- 
ter on Amesbury Street recently 
and opened NECC Riverwalk on 
Merrimack Street in the fall of 
2010.” 

Northern Essex purchased the 
Registry of Deeds building, and 
tore it down to create green space 
that will connect The El Hef- 
ni building with the Amesbury 
Street building, creating an urban 
campus. This is the project that 
will receive the $900,000 award 
from MassWorks to complete the 
renovations. 

Across from the El Hefni 
Health and Technology Building 
on Common Street, a parking lot 
is being built that will ensure 65 
parking spots for students and 
faculty. This parking lot is being 
sponsored by the NECC Founda- 
tion. 

The NECC Foundation is a 
non-profit organization found- 


ed in 1972. It -was established. 


by members of the community 
to provide support for areas of 
need within the college. They 
also assist the college by making 
connections with the business 
community, networks with other 
Foundations and other potential 
revenue sources, hosts an annu- 
al signature fundraising event 
according to the Northern Essex 
website. 

One small project that will 
be taking place in the John R. 
Dimitry building are some im- 
provements on two labs that will 
consist of new cabinetry and new 
equipment, according to Goulet. 

Jeffrey Ortiz, a former North- 
ern Essex student and a Lawrence 
resident said he likes seeing the 
positive changes on campus and 
in the city of Lawrence. He also 
said this is a bright light in a city 
that is in need of change. 


Courtesy photo NECC website 
Concept art for the Lawrence campus’s El Hefni building 
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Finals frenzy 


At time of printing, there are 
just six days of classes before the 
finals period begins. 

It’s no secret that final exams 
account for a huge part of your fi- 
nal grade. It’s therefore extreme- 
ly important that students take the 
necessary steps in order to make 
sure they succeed. 

At the same time, it’s import- 
ant to not overload yourself with 
studies. Don’t be afraid to reward 
hard work with recreation. It’s 
okay to take time after studying 
to catch a movie or play some 
video games, as long as you put 
the work in first. 

Studying for finals can cause 
a lot of stress, and that’s why it’s 
important to do other things as 
well as studying. 

It’s also a good time to real- 
ize what you’re weak in. If you 
need help with math classes, you 
should probably check out the 
math lab. If you need help with 
writing essays, the writing center 
on campus is a fantastic resource 
to take advantage of. 

There are many different ar- 
eas of tutuoring at NECC, and the 
best part is that they are all free. 

Because you are a student at 
Northern Essex, you have access 


to the resources of the school. 
Help will be given to those at 
Northern Essex who ask for it. 

If you’re falling behind in 
classes, make sure to use the of- 
fice hours provided by profes- 
sors. If some professors are by re- 
ugest only, make sure to request a 
meeting. It will only help you in 
the long run. 

Once finals are over, students 
will receive the ultimate reward: 
a month off of academics. 

The break between semesters 
will serve as a re-charge break, 
letting students cool off after the 
grueling finals period. 

Finally, if students are com- 
ing back in the spring, it’s highly 
recommended they register for 
spring classes before finals begin. 

Registering for classes early 
will give students less to do all at 
once. The added pressure of fig- 
uring out a four month plan will 
be lifted off your shoulders, giv- 
ing more time to focus on studies 
and personal matters. 

Finals are a big deal, and 
shouldn’t be taken lightly. But 


just as important is not overload- 


ing yourself, and try to have fun. 
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stories and writing. 
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Online classes: great deal or huge risk? 


Do online classes 
help students, or just 


reinforce laziness? 
By Jessica PALMER 
Opinions Editor 

Now that access to computers 
and the internet is so widespread, 
colleges now offer online classes 
as well as the more traditional 
in-person ones. They’re popular, 
but many students and faculty 
object to them, arguing that the 
learning experience requires a 
face-to-face interaction that stu- 
dents can’t get online. 

However, others believe that 
online classes can fit better into 
a tight or irregular schedule. On- 
line classes offer students the op- 


portunity to set their own pace. 

Although there are deadlines, 
there’s no reason students can’t 
work ahead and save them them- 
selves some 


signments, rather than rushing 
the night before. 

On the other hand, lecture 
classes offer stimulation that an 


to truly understand the class’s 

content. 
However, there are typically 
online message boards where stu- 
dents can take part 


stress later on ed discussions on 


the semester. 

It would re- 
quire losing a 
lot of sleep, but 
having the op- 
tion to complete 
a semester’s 
worth of assign- 
ments 
than a semes- 
ter’s time, is an 
advantage. 

Students who take online 
classes may also have more time 
to make room for completing as- 


The bigggest struggle with online 
classes is self discipline. It’s easy enough 
to believe ... that you have the time for the 

work, but everyone struggles with 


procrastination. 


online class does not, the debates 
and perspectives allow students 
to engage in conversation with 
other students and the professor 


the class’s topics. 
The professor of 
the class moderates 
these forums. 
Online class- 
es can offer a less 
expensive way to 
get an education. 


in OS 2 Also, staying home 


to take part in an 

online class can 

mean saving money in terms of 

gas, parking permits, and campus 
food. 

However, the biggest struggle 


The nontraditional experience at NECC 


A student who 
started later than his 
twenties reflects on 


his time in college 
By Mike CuppyEr 
Correspondent 

I never knew what a non-tra- 
ditional student was until I be- 
came one. 

Even then, I wasn’t entirely 
sure what it meant. Apparently 
my age was a factor. I’m 31, and 
I was 30 when I started at NECC. 
I’m married, and although I don’t 
have kids, I do have two dogs. 

Once it was pointed out to 
me I almost felt like it was a ti- 
tle, something that identified me 
coming to school at this stage 
of my life. A few times during 
class introductions of a new se- 
mester I almost said: “Hi, my 
name’s Mike, and I’m a non-tra- 
ditional student.” 

I admit that coming to NECC 
as a non-traditional student was 
a little strange at first. It had 
been 12 years since I graduat- 
ed from High School. I wasn’t 
a great student then, but I got 
B’s and C’s. I also never real- 
ly cared about grades, and never 
put much effort in. 

I joined the Army National 
Guard so they’d pay for me to go 
to college, and I served for six 
years. Out of the four semesters 
of full-time college courses I 
took I was able to transfer only 
two classes to NECC. As you 
can see, my work ethic traveled 
to college with me back then. 

Fast forward to November 
2013. As a non-traditional stu- 
dent I’ve been able to balance 
a full-time course load and a 
full-time job, while still having 
time for my wife and two dogs 
at home. 

I’ve taken online courses, on 
campus courses, hybrid courses, 
and summer courses. I have held 
onto a 4.0 GPA, and hope to keep 
it as I graduate next month with 
an associate degree. 

From there, I’ll have three 
weeks off and then I start at a 
four-year school on the path to 
complete my bachelor’s degree. 
My ultimate goal is to become a 


Middle or High School English 
teacher, and graduate by May 
2015. 

I’m not saying any of this to 
boast, to brag, or to preach. I’m 
saying it because I feel that my 
experiences might mirror other’s 
experiences. 

I can identify with fellow 
non-traditional students, and I 
can also identify with people 
coming here straight from High 
School and feeling a little lost. 
Even with the experiences I’ve 
had, I know I don’t have all the 
answers yet. 

What I’d like to do, though, 
is share what I’ve learned and 
pass on wisdom from some of 
the people who have helped me 


66 
On the very first day, 
[Professor Brianne 
Beatrice] told us all 
that if we didn’t think 
her teaching style ... 
was a good fit for us 
then we should drop 
the class and pick it 
up with a different 
teacher. 
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along the way. 

As I mentioned, I’ve taken 
many different types of cours- 
es here. Some have been eye 
opening and inspirational, while 
others have been so disappoint- 
ing that if they weren’t required 
I would have dropped them after 
the first day. 

I’ve had teachers who I’m 
confident will have lasting im- 
pressions on me for the rest of 
my life, and I’ve had teachers 
who I’m not sure how they’re 
still able to find employment at 
any teaching level, never mind 
college. During my journey I’ve 
been fortunate to have a few tru- 
ly exceptional teachers, and I’d 
like to share the advice from two 
of them now. 


First, Professor Brianne Be- 
atrice, who I had for Public 
Speaking. 

She’s been with NECC for 
five years, and ran an amazing 
class where I saw people grow 
as they came out of their shells 
and became better speakers in a 
matter of weeks. ‘ 

More than that, though, she 
taught the class the importance 
of taking control of your life and 
expecting the best for yourself. 

On the very first day, she told 
us all that if we didn’t think her 
teaching style, personality, etc. 
was a good fit for us then we 
should drop the class or pick it 
up with a different teacher. She 
didn’t say it to be mean, nor did 
it come off that way. Rather, she 
wanted us to understand that our 
education belonged to us. She 
wanted us to understand that 
we’re paying for this education 
and should make sure we get the 
one that that we want and de- 
serve. 

Hearing that, even at 30 years 
old, was empowering. 

When I asked Professor Be- 
atrice what advice she would 
give to new students, she had 
this to say: “Go to class. Do all 
the work. Make school your pri- 
ority and give it your all.” 

When asked what she’d say 
to graduating students, she said 
something that really stood out 
to me because it expresses her 
character so well. “Pursue your 
goals and have faith in yourself 
that you will succeed. Dream 
big.” 

Another teacher who has had 
a profound impact on me during 
my time here is Professor Elaine 
Mawhinney. 

Professor Mawhinney is a 
Professor Emerita of English, 
Dance, and Arts and has been 
teaching at NECC for 44 years. 

I was lucky enough to have 
her for Western Literature and 
Exploring the Arts. 

Professor Mawhinney is one 
of the most engaged teachers 
I’ve ever taken a class with, 
which is even more impressive 
seeing that the classes I had with 
her were both online. 

She responds to questions 
immediately, is fully engaged 


in online discussions, gives 
thoughtful feedback to every- 
one’s responses, and creates an 
active learning environment that 
truly transforms an online class 
into an interactive learning envi- 
ronment. 

I admit that her classes were 
among the most challenging that 
I’ve taken, but the knowledge I 
gained was more than worth the 
effort I put in. In addition to 
what I learned in her classes, her 
teaching style also enhanced my 
own desire to pursue a career in 
education. 

I also asked Professor 
Mawhinney what advice she’d 
give to new students and grad- 
uates. To new students, one of 
the ideas she expressed had to do 
with discipline. She said, “Culti- 
vate the discipline needed to suc- 
ceed. There is no sense in going 
to college if you are not prepared 
to make a commitment.” 

She also shared a story of a 
student who gave up Facebook 
in her Freshman year because 
she knew it was holding her 
back, taking up too much of her 
attention and even becoming an 
addiction. 

Along those lines, she added, 
“Our technological devices can 
be important, but they shouldn’t 
rule us. Put your iPhone aside 


———— 


Professor Mawhinney 
is one of the most 
engaged teachers I’ve 
ever taken a class 
with, which is ... 
impressive seeing that 
the classes I had with 
her were both online. 
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before you come into class be- 
cause if you can’t sit for 50 min- 
utes to listen to what your pro- 
fessor is saying, you will miss 
some very important material.” 
When asked about the ad- 


with online classes is self-disci- 
pline. It’s easy enough to believe, 
or even know, that you have the 
time for the work, but everyone 
struggles with procrastination. 

If you can take the time to ef- 
fectively plan your time around 
routinely checking your online 
class and discussion boards and 
make it a point to get your as- 
signments done on time, online 
classes can be a good deal, and 
the cost savings will add a big 
bonus to your pocket. 

If you are interested in learn- 
ing more about online classes, 
reach out to your advisor. Also, 
the advising center is available 
for walk-ins, Monday -- Thurs- 
day 9 a.m. -- 6:30 p.m. and Friday 
noon -- 4:30 p.m. 


This paper is your 
voice, too! 
We want to see what 
you have to say. 
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vice she’d give to graduating 
students, she said: “I agree with 
Joseph Campbell’s advice to his 
students: ‘Follow your bliss’. 

If you can find a way to fol- 
low what you love, what you are 
passionate about, regardless of 
the paycheck, you will get up 
every morning looking forward 
to another day of doing what you 
love. I personally would rather 
make less money but do what 
I love. I have been fortunate 
enough to do that.” 

After digesting the advice 
from both of these amazing 
women, I was pleasantly sur- 
prised at how similar the mes- 
sages seemed. For new students, 
take control of your life, your 
education, and have the disci- 
pline to take it seriously. 

For graduating students, have 
dreams, have goals but be flex- 
ible, follow your passion, and 
have faith in what you’re doing. 
] think this advice can apply to 
many, if not all, students. 

I’d like to add my own bit of 
advice to all students regardless 
of classes they’re taking, majors, 
age, interests, etc. Do your best 
to learn from every experience 
you have while you’re here. 

Whether you have a great 
teacher or one who lets you 
down, there’s always some- 
thing you can take away from it. 
Don’t let any excuses hold you 
back, and be ready to work hard 
for what you want. It’s worth it. 
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Student 


As the fall semester 
ends students are 
preparing in their 
own ways to prepare 
for spring semester. 


By Nick ScionTI 
Correspondent 

As the fall semester comes to 
yet another end, students once 
again have to pick classes for the 
spring semester. But just like ev- 


make sure that I had got my class- 
es out of the way and I would not 
have to worry about choosing 
them. Sure I had to wait in that 
long line in order to talk about my 
classes, but now I don’t have to 
worry anymore and I can focus 
on my final papers and exams my 
professors will give me.” 

Some students are happy with 
the choices they made and are 
ready for the next semester like 
Henry O’ Wain. 

“T am satisfied with my choic- 
es for the next semester!” O’ Wain 
said. “They looked interesting to 


—¢¢ 


I wanted to make sure that I had got 
my Classes out of the way and I would 
not have to worry about choosing 


them. 


- Isaac Laurent 


a, oo 


ery semester, every student has 
his or her own different opinions 
on picking classes for the next se- 
mester. 

A few students had already 
registered for the next semes- 
ter on the first week it was an- 
nounced, like Isaac Laurent. 

Laurent said that “I wanted to 


me and had a decent amount of 
people in the class already. I think 
I’m going to enjoy the next se- 
mester!” 

While other students have no 
idea what to do for the next se- 
mester like Xavier Gerome. 

“Sure, I don’t know what to 
do for the next semester.” Gerome 


said. “But it is ok; I’m not the 
only one who doesn’t know what 
to do. I’ll figure out what I need 
to do for my major and then pick 
from what’s available. Besides, I 
have other things to worry about 
than picking classes for the next 
semester.” 

There are even some students, 
like Hilda Bianca, who want the 
next semester to get here because 
she likes the classes she chose in 
the spring semester. 

“The classes I picked look 
great.” Bianca said. “It’s a new 
experience for me and I really en- 
joy learning. Hopefully I'll have 
classmates who share my love of 
learning as well.” 

But there are still students who 
have not yet chosen their classes 
for the next semester. One stu- 
dent, Joshua Ranford, has a good 
reason why he has not registered 
yet. 

Ranford said that “I could 
never get to the advising center 
because I’m either working on 
or getting help on the end of se- 
mester papers my professors gave 
me. I also have to go to work im- 
mediately after I’m done here.” 

Another student, Mario Verde, 
had also not registered his classes 
due to technical problems online 
and the lines early in the semes- 


register 


Photo by Chad Gorham 


A student registers for the spring semester at the first stop 


in the Beharakis Building 
ter. 


Verde said that “I tried to do 
it online, but I had trouble with 
adding classes to my schedule. 
And when I went to get my class- 
es early at the Student Center, 
the line was about as long as the 
bookstore’s lines for getting your 
books!” 

A reminder to all students who 
have not yet picked their classes 
for the next semester should go 


to their appointed advisor to help 
you decide what classes would be 
best for you before the semester 
starts on Jan. 22, 2014. For futher 
infromation on how to begin the 
registration process you can stop 
at the Behrakis One-Stop Student 
Center in Haverhill or at the Ca- 
reer Planning and Academic Ad- 
vising, L135 on Franklin Street in 
Lawrence. 
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iHealth provides students 
with valuable skills 


NECC Ss iHealth program has benefited stu- 
dents from past to present 


By Carnie Sourawick 
Staff Writer 

The economy is tough. The 
job market is tough. It is difficult 
to identify the best way for some- 
one to acquire the skills needed to 
become marketable, and how to 
wisely spend education dollars. 

One way to acquire those mar- 
ketable skills-is to enroll in the 
iHealth program at Northern Es- 
sex. Whether or not you wish to 
have one to one patient contact, if 
you are compassionate, have pa- 
tience and like to work with peo- 
ple, there is an iHealth program 
for you. 

According to their web page, 
“jHealth @NECC offers afford- 
able health training, flexible 
scheduling, and fast comple- 
tion of a variety of health career 
programs. [It] allows NECC to 
prepare hundreds more local res- 
idents for high demand careers.” 

Programs exist for people who 
want person to person contact 
with patients, such as the nursing 
programs, but if you aren’t com- 
fortable with direct care there are 
programs for medical reception- 
ist, medical billing and coding, or 
medical office management. 

The fast pace and flexibility 
of the program allow students to 
complete the course work quickly 
and enter the workforce. 

The iHealth page continues, 
“Students work with a designated 
career coach who can assist with 
adjusting to the online learning 
style. The career coach can also 
help students access important 
student support services such as 
financial aid, tutoring, and tech- 
nical support.” 

According to the academ- 
ic advising handbook, “iHealth 
programs are offered in a hybrid 
or blended learning format. This 
means that a portion of the course 
work is completed online and a 
portion is completed in the face- 
to-face format.” 

Courses are offered in both the 


day and night time and allow stu- 
dents to continue with their lives, 
families and current jobs while 
working towards a new career. 

Some of the programs offered 
include: Nursing, emergency 
medical technician, medical lab- 
oratory technician, nurses, EKG 
technician, phlebotomist, health 
care technician, medical assis- 
tant, medical billers and coders, 
and the new program in ophthal- 
mic assistant. 

The programs are accelerated 
and some certificate programs 
can be completed sometimes in 
12 months or less. There are pro- 
grams that require some clinical 
time depending on the program. 
In addition, the tuition and fees 
for iHealth programs are as low 
as $255 per credit. There is finan- 
cial aid for eligible applicants. 

According to the U.S. Bu- 
reau of Labor Statistics, it is ex- 
pected through the year 2020, 
employment opportunities for 
medical and clinical laboratory 
technicians will~ rise approxi- 
mately 23,800 or 15%. The in- 
crease is due to the rising age in 
the population leading to a much 
greater need to test in order to 
diagnose serious medical condi- 
tions including diabetes and can- 
cer as well as because there are a 
lot of people retiring. 

According to the college’s 
web page, “the healthcare tech- 
nician certificate program teaches 
students how to perform EKGs, 
to record and monitor patients’ 
heart rates and rhythms, and draw 
blood from patients. They are 
responsible for preparing spec- 
imens for testing and storage. 
While most healthcare techni- 
cians work in hospitals others 
work in doctors’ offices and for 
medical and diagnostic laborato- 
ries.” 

The web page further explains 
that the classroom experience 
“Includes classroom theory and 
laboratory exercises, anatomy 


and physiology of the heart, legal 
aspects of provide patient care, 
electrocardiography and proper 
use and functions of an EKG ma- 
chine.” 

After students take classes that 
cover anatomy and physiology 
of the circulatory system and the 
use of patient simulators, they are 
assigned a clinical externship, 
meaning off campus. 

Successful completion of this 
intensive program, including a 
clinical externship, equips stu- 


and figured I would apply to the 
nearest college. I was accepted, 
and it all grew from there.” 
Regarding her choice of pro- 
grams McArdle states, “I was ac- 
tually aiming toward two majors, 
phlebotomy tech and radiology 
tech. I dropped the radiology tech 
because I am 52 years of age. The 
school now offers the Phleboto- 
my and EKG certificate program 
so I figured I would go with that 
so I can finish school, get my cer- 
tificate and get out into the work 


SG 


I am really glad I went back to school. My 
overall experience has been really good. 
- Robin McArdle 


ee 


dents for working entry level 
positions. At that time students 
are “Eligible to take the National 
Healthcare Association certifica- 
tion exam for EKG technicians 
and Phlebotomists as well as the 
American Society of Clinical Pa- 
thologist exam under Phlebotomy 
technician.” 

Robin McArdle is nearing the 
finish line in her Healthcare tech- 
nician certificate program. She 
has almost completed her clinical 
externship at a medical practice 
in Exeter, NH. In the program 
she has taken classes in medical 
terminology, EKG, Phlebotomy, 
healthcare law & ethics as well 
as computer applications and En- 
glish composition. 

McArdle is married with two 
children and lives in Salisbury, 
Mass. She comes from a family 
of 14 children, growing up in Re- 
vere, Mass. 

She explains what brought her 
to NECC, “Since I completed 
high school I always dreamed of 
working in the medical field but 
wasn’t sure exactly what I want- 
ed to do. One day while talking 
with a friend she suggested that I 
should go back to school and pur- 
sue my dream. I thought about it 


force.” All of her classes are at 
the Lawrence campus and are 
held in the iHealth building. Her 
classes are at night and she takes 
the shuttle bus from Haverhill. 
She describes her experience 
at NECC, “I am really glad I 
went back to school. My overall 
experience has been really good. 
I have had all positive experienc- 
es with the many professors that 
instructed my classes. I think 
they were very knowledgeable 
and willing to help the student 
get the greatest achievement out 
of each class as possible. I know 
from experienced that I have also 
benefitted from the many tutoring 
centers around the school.” 
McArdle was asked if she has 
had assistance from the iHealth 
department regarding finding em- 
ployment, “I spoke to one of the 
workers in the iHealth building 
in Lawrence and she gave me a 
list of web sites that list the many 
jobs that are available in the 
healthcare field. They also post 
any jobs that are available in local 
hospitals and include the contact 
numbers if you are interested in 
the position you can call them.” 
The iHealth program has exist- 
ed for only three years but seems 


to be flourishing. Brenda Salines 
has been at NECC for seven years 
and was involved in helping to 
mold the ihealth program. 

According to Salinas she is in 
the job of her dreams. It has been 
her lifelong dream to come to 
NECC. She loves her job, and it 
shows. 

Salinas is the Phlebotomy 
Clinical coordinator and assis- 
tant professor of Health Scienc- 
es. Her educational background 
includes a Bachelor’s of Science 
in Medical Lab Technician and a 
master’s degree in education with 
a specialty in integrated studies. 
Salinas has liyed in this area for 
21 years. 

According to Salinas, “The 
Phlebotomy course has evolved.” 
She has had a hand in helping to 
mold the health technician pro- 
gram. “Seven years ago, phle- 
botomy was an elective built into 
the tech program.” With the ad- 
dition of required certification on 
the national level and of an EKG 
component added, the healthcare 
technician program was born. An 
advisory committee exists, letting 
NECC how they are doing and 
advising on how to further devel- 
op the program. 

Attending an information ses- 
sion will provide specifics about 
the programs and the chance to 
meet faculty. At an information 
session on Wednesday Nov. 20, 
presenters Linda Comeau and 
Stacy Adams project a great en- 
thusiasm for what they do. 

Info sessions last about an 
hour and faculty is willing to talk 
or emphasize in more detail any 
questions students might have. 
Students will understand the po- 
tential job market as well as entry 
level pay scales. If they can’t at- 
tend a session, students can call 
and schedule a time at their con- 
venience, with faculty. 

From the iHealth web page, if 
you want information about the 
iHealth programs you can contact 
them by submitting a “get start- 
ed today” submission form and a 
counselor will respond quickly. 


FINISH WHAT YOU STARTED! 


Transfer Information Session Dates 


Sunday December 15, 10:30a.m.-3:00p.m 


BAYPATH.EDU 


$ Longmeadow Street Longmeadow, MA ONC6 800.782.7284 exti235 transfer @baypath.edu 


Tuesday February 18, 5:00p.m.-8:00p.m. 


Ba ath 


allege 
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Looking back on a semester of arts 
This semester was jam-packed with NECC Arts and Entertainment events. There were dancers, multi-media, 


actors, singers and every combination in between. Take a look back and see where the NECC arts community 


has been from September to December 
By FarrH GREGORY 


Arts and Entertainment Editor 

This semester was jam-packed 
with arts events, both performing 
and mutli-media, presented by 
creative NECC students and vis- 
iting artists from local communi- 
ties. 

It started out strong with a vis- 
it from Paul Oberst, Maine artist 
who specializes in site-specific 
installations. 

Students Matt Willwerth, Em- 
ily Clark, and Bobby Daklan, 
inspired by Oberts exhibit, pro- 
ceeded to install their own art 
installation, “Don’t Touch,” in 
the Haverhill Campus Courtyard 
which remains in place. 

Attendees of the ‘Greater 
Haverhill Chamber of Commerce 


? Photo by Faith Gregory were able to see former alumna Photo by Matt Gingras 
Sept. 12: Paul Oberst presented his “Temple Gallery” to and American Idol finalist Liz Oct. 23: students Matt Willwerth, Emily Clark and Bobby 
NECC in the Bentley Art Space of Haverhill campus Bills perform twice. Daklan put up this first ever art installation “Don’t Touch” 


Re Bi The Top Notch Performers 
4 ~~ debuted “Much Ado about Noth- 
ing”in early Novemeber. 

A second art installment en- 
tered Haverhill Campus’s Bentley 
Library Art Space in November. 
“Nature Paintings” covered. the 
walls of the art space and served 
as a commentary on the harsh re- 
ality of nature and the human in- 
fluence on the natural world. This 
is the last art installment of the 
fall semester. 

November finished strong 
with a noontime showcase of 
NECC art students’sv performing 
talents in the Hartleb Technology 
Center. There were dance, vocal, 
instrumental and dramatic perfor- 
mances of all genres and calibers 

But the semester is not over 

Photo courtesy of NECC Newsroom Yet. There are still arts events to Photo by Faith Gregory 
Oct. 24: Alumna Liz Bills performed at the Greater look forward to before the semes- In early November, the Top Notch Player performed “Much 


Haverhill Chamber of Commerce Expo at NECC ter ends. Ado About Nothing” in Chester W. Hawrylciw Theater 


Dec. 6th at 6 p.m. 


Jazz Rock Ensemble _ 


Dec. 6th and 7th 7:30 p.m 
Forward Leap Dance 
Sports and Fitness Center 
Haverhill Campus 
$7 adults, $5 students and 
seniors, $3 children under 12 


; Photo by Faith Gregory Photo by Faith Gregory 
Throughout November, artist Resa Blatman showcased Nov. 15: Performing arts students showed their swag at a 


her art exhibit “Nature Paintings” in Bentley’s Art Space showcase in the Harleb Technology center for their peers 


A Christmas Carol 
Dec. 13th at 7 p.m., Dec. 14th at 2 and 7 p.m., Dec. 
Dec. 8th at 2:00 p.m. 15th at 2 p.m. 
Choir Concert Chester W. Hawryciw Theater 


And more tocome 
nextsyear,— check 
OUUNE EE ’s 


Technology Center 3rd Floor Spurk (C) 
Haverhill Campus Haverhill Campus 
$5 general admission $10 general admission 
$8 student and seniors 
$5 children under age 6 


arts program in 
Spring/20V4! 
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October’s Top Notch Student the Month 


Theater major Thera 
Driscoll ’s many 


production and is consistently 
ready to lend a hand. 
“J don’t want to consider 


her classes at NECC, especial- 
ly Sanders’s Shakespeare class, 
which she took in her first semes- 


A 2 where the quality of Top Notch ter. 
contributions have Theatre productions would be Driscoll’s hobbies include 
: without the able assistance of stu- sewing, and she recently took up 
nol coue One ed dents such as Thera. knitting. 


Campus Life Editor 

The winner of NECC’s Stu- 
dent of the Month award for Oct. 
2013 is Thera Driscoll. She was 
nominated by theater coordinator 
Susan Sanders. 

In her letter to nominate 
Driscoll, Sanders said, “[Thera] 
is currently playing one of the 
leads in our fall production of 
Much Ado About Nothing and is 
additionally functioning as cos- 
tume design and head seamstress 
for the production. 

“She willingly takes on re- 
sponsibility and projects and pro- 
ceeds to complete them with ease 
and quickly. 

“She maintains a highly spir- 
ited approach to her work on the 


Accelerate Your Path to Degree Completion: 
Get College Credit for Prior Learning 


Academic Placement 


& Testing Center 


dsst. 


“She is a great addition to the 
NECC community. She is also 
maintaining top grades in her 
classes this semester.” 

Driscoll, who is in her second 
year at NECC, is a Liberal Arts: 
Theater major. She is from Dan- 
vers. 

She’s thinking about trans- 
ferring to Salem State but hasn’t 
made any plans yet. 

Driscoll offered some words 
of thanks to Professor Sanders for 
the nomination. 

“Thank you of course. I have 
learned so much from Susan and 
Jim and they have done so much 
for me that the thanks go far be- 
yond student of the month.” 

Driscoll says she loves all of 


7 Northern Essex 


Community College 


= CLEP: The College-Level Examination Program® (CLEP) offers you the opportunity to receive 
college credit for what you already know. Eam qualifying scores on select subject examina- 
tions and eam transferrable credits. The 90-minute exams cost $80.00 each along with a 
$35.00 NECC registration fee. Learn more! www.necc.mass.edu/academics/testing/clep- 


She also enjoys the fall. She 
said, “The weather isn’t horrible 
yet and the trees are beautiful.” 

Driscoll said if she had the 
chance to be any animal for a 
day she would pick a cat. Who 
wouldn’t mind being lazy for a 
day? 

If faculty or staff members 
have any interest in nominating a 
student for Student of the Month, 
please include their name, stu- 
dent ID, your name, and the rea- 
son you are nominating them, to 
Ginger Hurajt. 

She can be reached at 

ghurajt@necc.mas.edu or in 
her office in the C building, room 
317-B on Tuesdays from noon to 
1 p.m. 


Photo by Thera Driscoll 


Driscoll starred in this semester’s production of Much Ado 


About Nothing. 


Jazz ensemble to 
host free concert 


=> DSST: The DANTES Subject Standardized Test is similar to CLEP. The test cost for DSST is 
$80 along with a $35.00 NECC registration fee. Learn more! www.necc.mass.edu/academics/ 


testing/clep-dsst/. 


= CREDENTIAL EVALUATION: Credential Evaluation is the process of recognizing and equat- 
ing to Northern Essex Community College courses, learning that has been achieved within a 
non-collegiate educational program of study conducted by qualified instructors. Credit consid- 
erations include: course work and training conducted by the military, business and industry, 
and other organizations whose primary purpose is not education. The NECC Registration fee 
is $40.00 and a $50.00 fee per credit awarded. Learn more! www.necc.mass.edu/academics/ 


testing/credit-by-credential-evaluation/. 


= CHALLENGE EXAM: If you feel that your background, education, and experience have given 
you sufficient knowledge in a subject area, you may be eligible to challenge certain courses. 
Earning course credit through Challenge Examinations is equivalent to passing a cumulative, 
end-of-the-term examination or a series of comparable exams. Challenge Exam fees are 
$50.00 per credit and a $10.00 NECC registration fee. Learn more! www.necc.mass.edu/ 
academics/testing/challenge/ 


Photo by Name Name 


Northern Essex Community College’s jazz ensemble will perform a free 
concert on Friday, Dec. 6 at 6 p.m. in the Hartleb Technology Center on 
the Haverhill Campus, 100 Elliott St. Shown left to right are: Duncan 
Pringle of Derry, NH, Michael Lecuyer, director of the NECC jazz ensem- 
ble, Lindsey Michaud of Lowell, and John Francavilla of Haverhill. Chris 
Douglass of Amesbury is not pictured. 


Lawrence, MA 01843 


Building 


= MILITARY EVALUATIONS: The Academic Placement & Testing Center evaluates military 
transcripts and uses the American Council on Education (ACE) “Service members Opportunity 


College Guide" and website, www. militaryquides.acenet.edu, for credit recommendations. Coltrane. A small reception will follow 


Event will be hosted on 


There is no fee charged for this service. NECC is a military friendly school. Learn more! the concert. 
www.necc.mass.edu/academics/testing/military-evaluations/ Dec. 1 I ins ide the H. artl eb Under the direction of Michael 


Lecuyer, the jazz ensemble includes Lind- 
sey Michaud of Lowell, trumpet; John 
Francavilla of Haverhill, guitar; Duncan 
Pringle of Derry, NH, guitar; and Chris 
Douglass of Amesbury, drums 

Northern Essex offers an Associate in 
Arts Degree: Music Option and a Certifi- 
cate in Music Technology. 


Technology Center, 
featuring top classics 


= PORTFOLIO EVALUATIONS: A Leaming Portfolio is an instrument used by students to peti- 
tion to receive college credit. This student-prepared document outlines, in depth, the learning 
gained outside the college classroom and shows the relationship to college-level learning 
There is a $40.00 evaluation fee and $50 per credit after evaluation. Learn more! 
www.necc.mass.edu/academics/testing/portfolio-evaluation’. 


By NECC Newsroom 


Northern Essex Community College’s ‘ y - 
jazz ensemble will perform a free concert For further information contact Mi- 
on Friday, Dec. 6 at 6 p.m. in the Hartleb chael Lecuyer at mlecuyer@nece,mass. 
Technology Center on the Haverhill Cam- edu. 
pus, 100 Elliott St. 

The performance will feature classic 
jazz standards from composers including 
Miles Davis, Charlie Parker, and John 


= LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY TESTING: Measure your knowledge in one of 50 languages 
through NYU's School of Continuing and Professional Studies. Fees vary by credit. Learn 
more! WwW. edu/areas-of-study/foreign-lanquages/continuin 


proficiency. htm! 


Restrictions may apply and not all credit is transferrable. 
Please contact us for more information. 
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_ Behind the scenes: Peace Poetry Contest 


By EVERSON TAVERAS 
Features Editor 


Peace is a still pond 

A frog leaps through smooth 
water, 

The pond is peaceful. 


These are the words of Chris 
Zhang, a haiku he submitted 
while at Shawsheen School in 
Andover, Mass. His poem was 
selected as the winning entry for 
K-4 at least year’s Peace Poetry 
Contest. Zhang was in the 2nd 
grade. 

The Annual Peace Poetry Con- 
test, held each spring at NECC, 
allows those from K-12, adults, 
and college students, to express 
their vision of peace through po- 
etry. 

Each year, hundreds of poems 
are submitted, few of which are 
selected. In addition to having 
their poem selected and featured 
in the Peace Poetry Book, a pub- 
lished collection of the chosen 
poems, poets are welcome to read 
their work in front of an audience. 

There are not only students 
sitting among the many in the 
crowd. They are families, vet- 
erans, alumni, teachers and poet 
laureates. Together, they make up 
a diverse group of people brought 
together for one common pur- 
pose: the celebration of peace. 

At least, that’s what Paul 
Saint-Amand would say, direc- 
tor/organizer of the Peace Poetry 
Contest. 

Saint-Amand is an English 
Professor at NECC. When his 
attention isn’t spent on student 
essays and exams, Saint-Amand 
can be found offering himself 


in the service of helping many- 
through his love for literature. 
He is also the group facilitator 
for the Veterans Writing Group at 
NECC. 

“We hear about a tremendous 
amount of war here. The war 
drums beat incessantly in our 
culture, for some reason. So, hav- 
ing that little moment of thinking 
about what it might mean to be 
peaceful, and what peace might 
mean to that individual, I think, 
is very important,” said Saint- 
Amand. 

The Peace Poetry Contest 
began awhile back, when Saint- 
Amand was involved with a lo- 
cal chapter of veterans of peace, 
where they did a similar type of 
program in the North Shore for 
10 years. Despite the constant 
support for the program, eventu- 
ally becoming a regular event, he 
wanted to see more of it in a uni- 
versity setting. 

Shortly after 9/11, while on 
sabbatical from the State Uni- 
versity of New York in Potsdam, 
where he retired from, the idea 
for the Peace Poetry Contest had 
become more urgent. In 2002, 
the program was officially imple- 
mented, and has yet to cease. 

As a guide for structuring the 
program, Saint-Amand wrote a 
manual, which many people over 
the years and across the country 
have taken up and used to create 
their own contests. 

As far as creating poetry is 
concerned, Saint-Amand  sug- 
gests that students find a quiet 
place for inspiration, to think 
about the good things in life and 
how they reflect the peaceful part 
of the student. 

Although such simple advice 


may sound self explanatory, per- 
haps even obvious, it is often and 
easily overlooked. 

Whether it’s heavy course 
loads from school or demanding 
expectations from work, family 
distress or romantic complica- 
tions, finding some alone time 
can sometimes be difficult, if not 
near impossible. Often, it is from 
the quietest places that the most 
suppressed, and surprising, of 
voices are heard. 

It’s how most of the individu- 
als who submit can. It’s how they 
trace the visual of a rain drop off 
a leaf on to a paper, a mist rising 
from Kenoza Lake into a song. 
Then, if peace isn’t the source 
of inspiration, the lackthereof is. 
The wanting of peace in a world 
of turmoil, where neither the lake 
nor the ground trembles, and all 
is in harmony. 

Extraordinary happiness is 
often seen in those who embody 
peace, an observation Saint- 
Amand knows well, particularly 
in one instance. 

“A colleague of mine, who 
worked with me in Potsdam, now 
at SUNY Geneseo.....The first 
year he did it, a little girl from 
one of the small villages in the 
north country of New York wrote 
a poem dedicated to a soldier. She 
didn’t know it, but when she read 
her poem, the soldier was back 
from deployment in the audience, 
and came up write after she read 
the poem and thanked her. As you 
can imagine, there wasn’t dry 
eye in the crowd,” recalled Saint- 
Amand. 

Anything can happen at the 
Peace Poetry Contest. From time 
to time, someone might come up 
and play an instrument, because 


they wrote a song. 

Alternatively, someone whose 
work was not selected, or who 
isn’t a student at NECC but has a 
passion for poetry, could present 
their work. Some people might 
even go without the paper and 
just wing it. (It’s happened be- 
fore). In the midst or flow of a 
ferocious poem, the poet might 
actually drop an F bomb.... and 
later feel totally ashamed after re- 
alizing that they’re in a room full 
of children who have never heard 
of the word, and, because they 
haven’t, might repeat it. 

Saint-Amand disclosed that 
he’s a contacted a special guest, a 
young, rising musician that plays 
the guitar, to be present at this 
year’s sixth Annual Peace Poet- 
ry Contest. His identity was kept 
anonymous at Saint-Amand’s 
discretion, and also not to ruin 
the surprise. It will add to what is 
considered already a wide spec- 
trum event for all ages. 

“Foremost, it’s the Peace Po- 
etry Contest is a college wide 
service learning project. In fact, 
it’s the first college wide service 
learning project. I couldn’t do 
this without a lot of help,” said 
Saint-Amand. 

Most of the people involved 
in coordinating and regulating 
the event are students and some 
faculty. Among the responsibil- 
ities entailed include selecting 
the estimated 75-80 poems to be 
featured in the chapbook, a small 
book of poetry, as well as some 
of the artwork students submit. 
Another important aspect of the 
Peace Poetry Contest is having 
students introduce the readers. 
Many of these students are sup- 
plied by English Professor, Linda 


Desjardins. Desjardins teach- 
es Public Speaking at NECC, 
among other things, and one of 
her requirements for students is 
community service. As a result, 
many of them use the Peace Po- 
etry Contest as their opportunity 
to give back, putting their public 
speaking skills to good use. Des- 
jardins, like Saint-Amand, takes 
pride in knowing that she con- 
tributes towards an event that ca- 
ters to all ages, and unifies them 
in peace. 

“We're trying to target all 
the elementary, middle and high 
schools in the Greater Haverhill 
area, but then we also attract 
some international attention from 
people who visit the NECC web- 
site,” said Desjardins. “So what 
makes it special is that it’s not 
really competitive, it’s a celebra- 
tion of what these children have 
to say. The best part of it all is the 
children come with their parents 
and families.” 

There’s still a lot of work 
ahead. Lance Hidy, in charge of 
managing the artwork for the 
event, has students doing the 
artwork for the poster and chap- 
book, so a cover has not been 
picked yet. Then there’s the sub- 
mission and selection of poetry. 

Though the work to organize 
and run the event may ‘appear 
overwhelming, it’s nothing that 
takes away from the joy Desjar- 
dins feels about the Peace Poetry 
Contest. 

“It’s alot of work, but it fills 
my heart.” 

Submission deadline is March 
15th, followed by the reading 
event which will be held May 2 
on the Haverhill campus in TC- 
103 from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. 


Exemplary communications professor 
inspires students and staff 


By KaTuryN GAGNON 
Correspondent 


A personal look into 
the life of an NECC 
role model 


Amy Callahan, 46, is the head 
of the journalism department at 
NECC, a teacher at the school, an 
open lesbian, and an inspiration 
to everyone. 

During her college years at 
Northeastern, Boston College, 
and Columbia University, Calla- 
han worked for student newspa- 
pers and loved it. 

Before coming to NECC, she 
went through a few other jobs. 
She was a journalist at several 
New England newspapers, then 
became an editor, and eventually 
came into teaching in 2000. 

She says she loves her job 
now, and loves the community 
at NECC. The job is “Inspiring, 
interesting, and satisfying,” says 
Callahan. 

According to Mary Jo Shafer, 


a journalism instructor at NECC 
and the faculty adviser for the 
NECC Observer, Callahan is 
hardworking, and “cares a lot 
about her job and her students.” 

Callahan’s job at NECC is a 
huge part of her life, but it is not 
the only part. She has a wife and 
a two year-old son, who she de- 
scribed as an “unexpected bless- 
ing,” that take up most of her 
time, but she also enjoys doing a 
few things just for herself. 

She sings and plays guitar, 
she paints a little, does creative 
writing, and runs recreationally. 
Mostly though, she says her time 
is spent with her wife and son, 
and at NECC. She is at the school 
by 9:00 a.m. every day there are 
classes, and stays after her class- 
es to grade and attend meetings 
when she has to. She says that she 
really loves her work, and even 
missed it when she took a leave 
of absence for a year. 

Many workplaces can be a 
source of conflict or anxiety, but 
Callahan is very happy to report 
that she has never received any 
hate from faculty or from stu- 


dents during her years at NECC. 

She says she sometimes for- 
gets she is different, and that 
people don’t know that she is a 
lesbian. It seems to be easy to 
forget that she is different when 
the people around her treat her no 
differently for her sexuality. 

She feels very lucky to be 
working in such an open and ac- 
cepting community. Even though 
she feels that her sexuality is sim- 
ply a part of who she is rather 
than the whole picture, she still 
attends meetings for the GSA and 
recently participated in the GSA’s 
event called “Coming Out Sto- 
ries,” where she shared her per- 
sonal story of opening up about 
her sexuality. 

Callahan expressed her dis- 
comfort with being interviewed, 
as she is usually the one inter- 
viewing others. 

Because of her involvement 
in the LGBT community on cam- 
pus, and her comfortability and 
openness about her sexuality, she 
is Certainly looked up to by stu- 
dents. 

“I can say, as a member of the 


GSA and a lesbian on campus, 
having an out faculty member 
who is genuinely interested and 
wants to be involved in the wel- 
fare of LGBT students is fantas- 
tic,” says Elizabeth Spaeth, a stu- 
dent at NECC. 

The advice she gives to people 
struggling with their identity is 
to be true to yourself, and accept 
yourself for who you are. 

Be an example of hope, and 
your presence in the world is 
valuable, she says. 

She does say that a person 
does not have an obligation to be 
out if they don’t feel safe in their 
environment, but if that person 
can, then it is important for them 
to be out and comfortable and 
live a healthy and productive life. 
With that attitude, it is no won- 
der that Callahan is looked up to. 
She provides a prime example of 
a person in the LGBT community 
who leads a successful and pro- 
ductive life. 

She doesn’t express any re- 
gret, either, about coming out 
when she did in the 80s even 
though there were almost no pos- 


itive LGBT role models for her. 
She says she can never remem- 
ber a time when she wished that 
she was something else, and even 
though times were difficult, she 
would not have changed. 

“I wouldn’t change who I am,” 
Callahan says. 

Of the many out role models 
Callahan has today, the three most 
important are Jeanette Winterson, 
Rachel Maddow, and Ellen Dege- 
neres. Callahan urges everyone to 
read their books and watch their 
talk shows. . / 

Amy Callahan is a humble but 
inspiring woman who is praised 
by her colleagues, students, and 
everyone who knows her. 

According to Spaeth, she 
seems like a wonderful asset to 
NECC and it’s students. And Sha- 
fer says that she has heard from 
Callahan’s students that they ap- 
preciate her, and that she seems 
to really care about the success of 
the students. 

Callahan will remain an icon 
to those who are struggling to ac- 
cept themselves and find a place 
in the world. 
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Journalism luncheon with Luca 
Former NECC student Dustin Luca, now a journalist with the Andover Townsman and Eagle Tribune, spoke to 


NECC students about the field of journalism today and how to maximize assets for a succesful career and a spot 
in the competitive market for journalism and communcations positions 


By FaitH GREGORY 

Arts and Entertainment Editor 
The first ever Journalism/ 

Communications department 

luncheon was held in the C Build- 

ing on Wednesday, Nov. 20 for 


all who were interested. Seven- 
_ teen students attended, and lunch 


consisting of sandwiches and 


_ chips was provided by NexDine, 
- NECC’s caterers for all campus 


food. ‘ 

Former Observer Edi- 
tor-in-Chief and NECC alumnus 
Dustin Luca was the guest of 
honor and spoke to students and 
faculty about transitioning from 
college to professional journal- 
ism and what being a journalist in 
2013 is like. 

“Think about everything 
you’re doing in classes and how 
it’s going to help you get the job,” 
said Luca. 

Luca interned at Rockingham 
News, based in New Hampshire, 
and now he writes for the An- 
dover Townsman and Eagle Tri- 
bune. 

Luca said doing an internship 
is extremely valuable for getting 


a job in the future. 

“By the time I graduated, there 
was a job already waiting for me 
before I had a paper degree in the 
mail.” 

Luca also spoke of the bene- 
fits of getting involved in college 
activities. 


lications. Journalists are learning 
photojournalism and social media 
versatility to make themselves 
more marketable as potential em- 
ployees. 

“The most successful news- 
papers are going to be linking to 
social media and the web,” Luca 


-¢¢e—- 


By the time I graduated, there was a 
job waiting for me before I had a paper 


degree in the mail. 
- Dustin Luca 


Oo 


“One of the biggest things I 
can say is join a student news- 
paper. By the time you graduate 
from Northern Essex, you’ ll have 
around 35 stories under your 
belt,” he said. 

Another topic discussed was 
the need to be versatile as a jour- 
nalist in today’s field. Many print 
journalism jobs have been cut be- 
cause of the surging popularity of 
the internet. 

Newspapers are adapting to 
use social media and online pub- 


said. 

A final topic discussed was the 
need for the journalist to work for 
its readers and know their com- 
munity. 

“The biggest thing to do is 
know who you’re working for. 
When you’re working for the 
reader and caring about what the 
reader sees, you’re going to get a 
lot of support from them,” Luca 
said. 

The lunch concluded with 
questions from attendees clari- 


Statement from the Senate 


The Student Senate 


_ presents their 


official stance on 

NECC’S proposed 

parking policy 
Dear Editor: 


We, as representatives of the 
Northern Essex Community Col- 


fee and a less open and free aca- 
demic atmosphere 

In that the policy will nega- 
tively impact the community feel 
of the institution 

In that the policy will nega- 
tively impact student relations 
with the college and administra- 
tion 

In that the policy creates un- 
necessary and ineffective use of 
funds 

In that the policy is offered as 

a solution 


G * to safety 


The student body has expressed 
significant and vocal opposition to 
[the parking policy] throughout all 

stages of the discussion[.] 
- Student Senate, 
official statement 


concerns 
which 
have been 
insuffi- 
ciently 
shown to 
exist 

In that 
the policy 
is an in- 


ee ey Sony’ 


lege student body, programs and 
clubs do hereby issue this state- 
ment as reflective of the Student 
Senate’s official position on the 
institution of proposed parking 
policy. 

In that the student body has 
expressed significant and vo- 
cal opposition to the proposal 
throughout all stages of the dis- 
cussion of the policy 

In that the parking policy will 
necessarily institute an additional 


tool to 
solve sup- 
posed concerns 
We hereby resolve, as a gov- 
erning body representing stu- 
dents, clubs and programs, that 
the Northern Essex Community 
College Student Senate should 
publicly state its opposition to the 
institution of the parking policy 
in as presented to students, facul- 
ty and staff. 


Signed, the NECC 
Student Senate: 


Nairoby Sanchez, 
President 
Justin Merced, 
Vice President 
Ivan Soto, 
Vice President 
Josephine Sebagisha, 
Secretary 
Robert Dudgeon, 
Parliamentarian 
Nicole Diaz, 
Program Chair 
Kelsey Terry, 
Program Chair 


Jasmine Chazulle 
Jorge Collado 
Cathie Southwick 
Darcie Williams 
Chad Gorham 
Natanais Madera 
Donna Passemato 
Greg Rosene 


Photo by Amy Callahan 


Seventeen students attended the luncheon hosted by Amy 
Callahan and more events will likely be held in the future 


fying the discussion and casual 
conversation about journalism 
and future career paths. 

Professor Amy Callahan, head 
of the Journalism/Communica- 
tions department and coordinator 
of the luncheon, said, 


“We had a perfect turnout. It 
was wonderful to have an alum- 
nus come back and speak to our 
students. I think [the students] 
found it inspiring. I hope to have 
events like these for our students 
next semester.” 


Philippines relief efforts 
at Northern Essex 


The GSA and 

Phi Theta Kappa 
are both planning 
donations, seeking 


additional support 
By THomas SHAMMA 
Copy Editor 

The Philipines are still recov- 
ering from the incredible dam- 
age caused by Typhoon Haiyan, 
which struck the country in early 
November. 

Professor Andrew Morse, 
writing on behalf of the Phi The- 
ta Kappa honor society, sent out 
a mass email alerting NECC stu- 
dents, staff and faculty that PTK 
will be holding a bake sale on 
Dec. 6, on the Haverhill campus 
in the C-building lobby. 

Morse writes, “All of the pro- 
ceeds from the bake sale will be 
donated to support typhoon vic- 
tims in the Philippines.” 

The NECC GSA intends to 


donate a significant portion of the 
club’s current funds, between 200 
and 500 dollars, towards disaster 
relief and rebuilding efforts, as 
reported in The NECC Observer, 
Nov. 20, 2013. 

Currently, the GSA is discuss- 
ing options for the ultimate des- 
tination of their donation. Their 
central focus is ensuring that the 
money goes to the best possible 
use. 

Current options in the running 
include UNICEF, Care Interna- 
tional, the World Food Program 
and the Red Cross. 

Whatever organization they 
choose, they will donate directly 
to the Philippines branch so the 
funds will be as useful as possi- 
ble, as quickly as possible. 

The GSA is interested in col- 
laborating with other clubs and 
individuals on campus to assem- 
ble the largest possible contribu- 
tion. 


(Disclosure: Thomas Shamma 
is an officer of the GSA.) 


This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 


978-556-3633 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
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Knights) Coach Tardif is terrific 


bytes 


By Matt Gincras 
Editor-in-Chief 


Knights win 20T 
thriller in Fall River 


On a night where everything 
started off poorly, the Knights 
were able to come home from 
Fall River with a double overtime 
victory against Bristol Communi- 
ty College on Nov. 26. 

Heavy traffic on 495S prevent- 
ed NECC from arriving on time, 
and when the game finally was 
underway, Bristol jumped out to 
a quick lead. 

However, with under a minute 
to play, NECC managed to tie the 
game before Colin Collins fouled 
a BCC shooter with eight-tenths 
of a second left. 

Luckily for NECC, Fawaz 
Mass missed both free throws and 
the game headed into overtime. 

There, NECC fell behind 
again. As time expired though, 
Collins hit a 3-point shot to 
force the second overtime peri- 
od, where NECC had no trouble 
keeping a lead and managed to 
win, 106-101. 

Peterson Morency and Ryan 
Grant each led Northern Essex in 
scoring with 22 points each. 


Technical Troubles 
for NECC hoops 


So far in the 2013 season, the 
Northern Essex basketball team 
have already received four tech- 
nical fouls. 

In the NJCAA, teams are al- 
lowed seven technical fouls be- 
fore they are barred from post- 
season play on the eighth. 

There have been several fac- 
tors for the technicals, but largely 
due to poor officiating. In a game 
against the Community College 
of Rhode Island, Knights head 
coach Darren Stratton received a 
technical foul for yelling, “Who- 
ah” after one of his players com- 
mited a personal foul. 

The Knights haven’t received 
a technical foul since Nov. 23 
against Lincoln Community Col- 
lege, and hopefully for Stratton’s 
squad, they refrain from receive- 
ing any more. 


Block party at 


Northern Essex 


Through 11 games, Knights 
center Javonte Forbes is averag- 
ing 3.1 blocks per game, with 34 
total. 

Forbes is second in the coun- 
try in total blocks, and in his 31 
blocks in conference play lead 
the country. 

The Miami native is patient 
on defense, waiting until players 
drive toward the rim before mak- 
ing his move. 

His defense has been superb, 
but at times he has been overly 
aggressive, often getting in to 
early foul trouble. 

If Forbes can stay on the court 
for a significant portion of the 
game, he could set NJCAA re- 
cords in blocks. 


Longtime assistant 
coach has been 
staple of program 


By Marr Gincras 
Editor-in-Chief 

Darren Stratton and Joe Tar- 
dif have been coaching together 
for over 10 years. They’ve had 
championship contending teams 
together, and they’ve had teams 
that were lucky to finish seasons. 
They’ve even see Tardif’s son, 
Joe Jr., play for the Knights. 

The two met when Tardif 
would bring his son into the 
NECC gym and shoot around 
during Stratton’s practices in his 
first year as coach. However, af- 
ter a few years and a few different 
assistant coaches, Stratton made 
Tardif a proposition. 

“J said, “Youcan’t shoot around 
anymore.’ He was shocked,” said 
Stratton. “After three years. I 
said, ‘I’ll let you shoot around 
all you want, as long as you think 
about coming on my staff and be- 
ing my assistant coach.”” 

According to Stratton, two 
days later, Tardif agreed to be- 
coming the Knights assistant 
coach. 

It wasn’t Tardif’s first time 
joining the Knights program. 
Back when he was a student at 
Northern Essex, Tardif played for 
the Knights during the school’s 
first few seasons. Stratton was 
also a one-time player at North- 


ern Essex. 

Stratton admits to being the 
more intense coach of the duo, 
watching any Knights game will 
show that much. But where Tardif 
isn’t the kind of coach who will 
throw a chair at a blown call, he 
takes a more personal approach 
during games. 

While Stratton manages the 
floor, Tardif makes sure the play- 
ers on the bench are aware of the 
different things happening during 
the game. Although he’s more 
laid back, according to Stratton, 
he’s just as (if not more so) in- 
volved in the game. 

The only year since being 
hired that Tardif wasn’t under 
Stratton is when he had to take 
the reigns of the squad. “ It’s very 
rare that you can have two head 
coaches,” said Stratton. 

The experience Tardif picked 
up in that season has made the 
coaching duo even more in sync. 
“J trust his opinion as much as 
my own,” Stratton said. “We have 
that mutual respect, that it’s the 
betterment of the team, plain and 
simple.” 

It’s something that the players 
pick up on, as well. “Players love 
him,” said Stratton. “Every single © 
player, he’s got players that call 
him over his 10 year venue with 
me. He probably had 20, 30 texts, 
40 texts [on Thanksgiving].” 

The relationship that Tardif 
has with the players is something 
special to everyone involved. 


Courtesy NECC website 


Coach Joe Tardif has been an indespensible asset to the 
Northern Essex basketball program since joining. 


Said Stratton, “He talks to them 
about life and what’s out there 
aside from basketball.” 

It’s a partnership that has stood 
the test of time, but not without 
its trials. There have been times 
where Stratton has thought about 
walking away, but Tardif is the 
one that keeps him level-headed. 
“Joe would get me on the phone 


and say, ‘Hey, let’s give it one 
more shot.’ and I say “alright, 
let’s give it a chance,” Stratton 
said. 

It’s clear to Stratton how im- 
portant the relationship is. “I 
don’t want to coach with anyone 
else. If he was to leave,” Stratton 
says, “well, I really don’t want to 
think about it. 


Athletics to have 
“School Spirit Night” 


NECC clubs and 
organizations invited 


to cheer on team 
By Mart Gincras 
Editor-in-Chief 

The NECC athletic depart- 
ment has decided that on Jan. 
30, the men’s basketball game 
against Dean College will likely 
be a “School Spirit Night.” 

The student clubs and orga- 
nizations at Northern Essex are 
invited to come out to partici- 
pate. According to NECC Ath- 
letic director Sue MacAvoy, the 
club or organization that displays 
the most spirit will win a special 
prize, which is still under discus- 
sion. 

Dean College is a Division II 
opponent and is off to a fantastic 
start to their season. Dean sits at 
10-0 so far, compared to NECC’s 
5-6 record. 

However, games _ between 
Dean and Northern Essex are al- 
ways good ones. 

Last season, NECC lost to 
Dean by a score of 77-69. Kyle 
Davis, who has since left North- 
ern Essex and is now at Emman- 
uel College in Boston, scored 37 
points in the game. 

For School Spirit Night, stu- 
dents are invited to wear either 
blue or yellow, the Knights col- 


ors, and cheer loudly to give 
NECC an edge. 

The game is scheduled for a 6 
p-m. tip time, and students should 
be in their seats before then to ob- 
serve player introductions and the 
National Anthem. 

MacAvoy also hopes to have a 
youth basketball clinic before the 
game, but is still pursuing possi- 
ble matches. 

The Knights, as mentioned, 
have a 5-6 record on the sea- 
son. However, with wins against 
NHTI and Bristol Community 
College, the squad can compete 
with anyone on the court. 

They play a fast, uptempo 
style of basketball that will make 
anyone in attendence instant fans. 

For those who have never been 
to a basketball game at NECC, 
admission is and will be free for 
every game. 

Games are highly competetive 
and highly entertaining. 

While student clubs are invit- 
ed, the game is, MacAvoy hopes, 
going to draw more than just stu- 
dents. Everyone is encouraged 
to bring their friends and family, 
anyone who supports Northern 
Essex. 

Many local players fill out the 
NECC roster. Haverhill native 
and former Whittier Tech guard 
leads the team in scoring, while 
forward Neph Carmona, also of 


Sue MacAvoy 


Peterson Morency has been a spark for the Knights sea- 
son. Morency is averaging 11.6 points and 6.4 assists per 


game. 


Haverhill, has been a large part 
of both the Knights offense and 
defensive plans. 

The Knights also have two 
players from Miami, in Javonte 
Forbes and Peterson Morency. 
Forward Derek Andreoli is from 
East Providence, RI and Andrew 
White is from Cleveland. While 
many players are local, many 
come from areas that aren’t. 


Students, staff and faculty 
should come out and enjoy the 
fast action of NECC basketball. 
They might even find them en- 
joying themselves. 

For any questions or sugges- 
tions, please contact Sue MacA- 
voy at smacavoy@necc.mass. 
edu. 


Coaching positions 
filled at NECC 


NECC introduces 
two more coaches to 


the athlete programs 
By Esruer A NIEVES 


Sports Epiror 

The Northern Essex Com- 
munity College Knights athletic 
program has had a down season, 
but things are changing. Like for 
example, new coaches, new as- 
sistants, and new sports. 

Athletic Director Sue MacA- 
voy has been working her hardest 
to get all the coaching positions 
filled for the upcoming season. 

She has finally managed to 
hire great coaches and bring soft- 
ball back to NECC. MacAvoy has 
hired an assistant coach for both 
the men’s baseball and women’s 
basketball teams. 

MacAvoy found a new wom- 
en’s basketball coach, Brent Bass 
over the past couple of months. 
But even with a new coach the 
women’s 2013 basketball season 
was cancelled due to insufficient 
interest in the program. 

Since the decision has been 
made and the season has official- 
ly been canceled, coach Bass has 
been taking advantage of this and 
using the time to rebuild the pro- 
gram for the 2014 season. 

Bass and MacAvoy have been 
advertising the program and try- 
ing to find more females inter- 
ested in playing. The good news 
for the program is that they found 
their new assistant coach: Jason 
Button. 

Button will join coach Bass 


on the court sidelines. Button has 
been named the women’s basket- 
ball team new assistant coach. 

Button was the head coach of 
Pembroke Academy girl’s varsity 
team, where he coached for three 
years. Not only was he a basket- 
ball coach but he is also the coach 
for the New Hampshire Fisher 
Cats baseball team, located in 
Manchester. 

Button himself has played and 
coached at California University 
of Pennsylvania. After playing 
basketball for Cal U, Button was 
a student coach for the men’s 
basketball team, where he gained 
some of his coaching technics. 

Button has developed strong 
coaching fundamentals from his 
experience coaching at a Clem- 
son University Camp. 

Button is entering the program 
with enough experience to poten- 
tially add what the women’s bas- 
ketball team has been missing. 

The Knights baseball team has 
also introduced a new member to 
their coaching team in Josh Band. 

Band is originally from Pea- 
body and is a graduate of Roll- 
ins College in Winter Park, Fla. 
where he played four years of 
baseball. He will be joining Head 
Coach Jeff Mejia on the diamond. 

He ended his senior season at 
Rollins with 38 hits, including 
five doubles, a league fourth-best 
three triples and two homeruns. 

He was fifth best on the team 
with a .404 slugging percentage, 
along with a .346 on base per- 
centage and was 4-of-7 in stolen 
bases. 


Not only will he bring his col- 
lege talent with him to NECC but 
Band will also bring his profes- 
sional baseball experience. Band 
played second base for the Fort 
Worth Cats in Texas. 

For the past five years, Band 
has been a private baseball in- 
structor for kids from ages of 8 to 
14. Band is also a facility manag- 
er at Extra Innings in Middleton. 
He will join Head Coach Mejia 
and second assistant coach Keith 
Forbes. 

The Knights baseball team 
has accomplished quite a few 
great things this last season with 
new head coach Mejia. The team 
made its third appearance in the 
NJCAA Division World Series, 
and their twice in Texas, wrap- 
ping the season 18-16 and rank- 
ing 8th overall in the country. 

Now Band gets to be a part 
of a hard working team and teach 
them a few of his baseball skills. 

“These are two young guys 
that have a lot of energy. I look 
forward to seeing them do some 
coaching, I am very excited to 
see that they will add to the pro- 
grams,” said MacAvoy. 

The only two things that are 
missing sports related for NECC 
are a Track and Field and Softball 
assistant coach. 

If there is anyone interested 
in becoming a part of the NECC 
Knights athlete body, feel free to 
head on over to the Sports and 
Fitness Center and speak with 
Althetic Director MacAvoy. 


NECC drops contest 


to UConn-Avery 


Second half 


struggles part of 78- 
69 loss 


| By Matt Gincras 
| Editor-in-Chief 


Knights basketball team trav- 
eled to Connecticut hoping to 
come home with a winning re- 
cord, but were unable to top 
UConn Avery Point, losing to the 
Huskies 78-69. 

Northern Essex started out 
on a 9-2 run and looked to have 
momentum, but at the 10 minute 
mark in the first half, UCAP start- 
ed to chip away at the Knights 
lead. Huskies center Malcom 
Simmons scored 10 first half 
points (17 total), all in the paint, 
and proved to be an annoyance 
for the Knights all afternoon. 
Simmons finished with nine re- 
bounds in the contest as well. 

“We came out strong early,” 
said guard Peterson Morency. 
“We just made minor mistakes 
that made us lose our heads,” he 
added. 


For the Knights, a lack of de- 
fensive intensity is what cost 
them the game, according to head 
coach Darren Stratton. 

“UConn Avery Point really 
wasn’t really doing anything to 
take us out of what we wanted to 
do,” said Stratton after the game. 
“We just weren’t executing de- 
fensively.” 

Knights point guard Peter- 
son Morency shared Stratton’s 
thoughts. “We just made minor 
mistakes that made us lose our 
heads,” said Morency. “Guys 
weren’t talking on.defense, com- 
municating.” 

Avery Point shot 56 percent 
from the field duing the game, 
including five of 13 from 3-point 
range. The Huskies improved to 
5-3 on the season with the win, 
having dropped three straight 
games going into the contest with 
Northern Essex. 

From this point on, Stratton 
hopes that the Knights will re- 
cover. “They’Il learn from this to 
get better, hopefully,” said Strat- 
ton. “If they don’t, then we have 


Point 


some issues. But I’m confident 
that they will learn.” 

Morency led all NECC scor- 
ers with 15 points, trailing only 
Avery Point’s Simmons (17) and 
Keith Porter, who finished with 
oT 

The Knights, however, strug- 
gled offensively as much as they 
did defensively. Plagued by turn- 
overs, the Knights had 23 turn- 
overs in the game, 13 of which 
came from Ryan Grant. 

Grant struggled shooting the 
ball, scoring just eight points on 
two of 11 shooting. It was the first 
time Grant had been held to sin- 
gle-digit points all season. 

A bright spot for Northern 
Essex in the game was the guard 
play by Colin Collins and Der- 
ek Andreoli. Collins scored 11 
points, all in the first half, and 
filled out the scorecard with six 
rebounds and five steals. Andreo- 
li had 11 points and six rebounds, 
as well. 

Said Peterson Morency after 
the game, “We just got to get bet- 
ter at it, that’s it... We have no 
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Northern Essex Community College 
Statistics Leaders -- [Men’s Basketbal 


Ryan Grant 


Peterson Morency 
Javonte Forbes 


Peterson Morency 
Javonte Forbes 
Neph Carmona 
Ryan Grant 


Benjamin Martinez 


Points per game 
Assists per game 


Rebounds per game 


Steals per game 


Blocksper game 
Field Goal % per game 


3-Point % per game 


18.3 
6.4 

6.7 

27, 
3.1 
56.9% 
33.3% 


Free Throw % per game 87% 


Northern Essex Community College 
Men’s Basketball Schedule 


December 5 
December 7 
December 10 
January 11 
January 14 
January 16 
January 21 
January 23 
January 25 STCC 
January 28 
January 30 Dean 
February 4 Bristol 
February 6 
Feburary 8 
February 11 


February 15 


@ Roxbury 
@ STCC 


Quinsigamond 
U. Conn A.P 

. Roxbury 
Gateway 
@ Quinsigamond 


@ Holyoke 


@ Massasoit 


6:00 
1:00 


7:00 
1:00 
6:00 
5:00 
7:00 
7:00 
1:00 


7:00 


@ Bunker Hill 
@ Mass Bay 
Vermont Tech 


Lincoln 


Photo by Sue MacAvoy 


Peterson Morency led all NECC scorets with 15 point. 
Morency cited defense as a key reason for the loss. 


excuse for losing that game.” 

The Knights play at ninth- 
ranked Roxbury Community 
College on Dec. 5 and Springfield 
Technical Community College on 
Dec. 7 before returning home on 
Dec. 10 to play Quinsigamond 
Community College. Admission 
is free. 


Avery Point comes to NECC 
on Jan. 11, the team’s first game 
back from the semester break. If 
coach Darren Stratton has any- 
thing to say about it, the game 
will have a drastically different 
result. 


P. 
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Lane Glen speaks at the JFK event at Northern Essex. 


Continued from page 1 
_ and we don’t want to think of it as 
simple because then it could possi- 
bly happen again, she said. 

Morse decided to present 
the many holes that were left in 
the report in order to convince 
the audience of a conspiracy. 

He described the grassy 
knoll theory, where dozens of 
people and police had heard 
shots; and John Connally saying 
that the bullet that hit Kennedy 
was not the same bullet that hit 
him, 

He also described the fact 


‘that three well-trained and ex- 


perienced physicians described 


_ Kennedy’s throat wound as an 
_ entry wound, meaning that the 
shot had come from the front. 


There were also many people in- 
volved in the report and assassi- 
nation whom had disappeared or 


Ms _ died mysteriously, Morse said. 


He said there were also 


people who showed strange be- 
havior during the case, such as 


Jack Ruby who had shot the man 


o- 
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believed to have assassinated communists did it, and that bot- 


Kennedy, Lee Harvey Oswald, tom layer is that organized crime 


supposedly to silence him. did it. He ended his speech with a_ 
In| Domenech’s_ rebuttal, picture of “MAFIA” written in bul- 
she highlighted the holes that let holes, saying that the points 
she said Morse had presented were all there, bate it out for 
in his speech. She said that the you. 
grassy knoll theory was report- During the public’s oppor 
ed as what people had thought tunity to ask questions for the 
they heard, yet taken out of con- panelists, most chose > to. ask 
text and reported as truth; that about conspiracies. _ ats ie 
the physicians had changed their The opinion oe the iaajor: 
minds upon a closer look; and ity of the audience was" that the 
that Connally eventually said that assassination ‘was. a conspiracy, 


all the shots had come from the coordinating with 59 percent of os 


same place. She said out of 104 Americans believing the same ? 


~ witnesses, no accounts were the ~ thing. While most_of-the fp 


same and some heard one shot was focused on conapiiaags one 
while others heard shots from member of the audience, Steven 
two locations. She said the issue Russell, a history professor from 
is that the theories are just good NECC, decided to focus on what — 
stories without facts, and “facts the anniversary meant to the peo- — 
have no chance moans” a good ple. — ; 
story.” 


Botn panclists made 


menech’s argument, he present- attention, bu n 
ed his theory being that pate: are- ~pletely Prove - 


the top layer is that Cauca did the as ssz 


it, the middle layer is that the 


